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Visiting with us today?
We want to say “thanks” with a gift of The Story

The Story follows the main storyline of the Bible and reads like
a novel. There are no verse references, and Scripture segments
are seamlessly woven together with transition text into a single
grand narrative. The Story can help readers understand God’s
story from Genesis to Revelation and how their own stories intersect
with God’s. To receive your gift copy just fill out a Connect Card
which can be found under your seat and give it to the volunteer at
the Visitors Center after the Service this morning.

Sunday March 17 at 5 pm
Food & Fellowship for men.

Our Life Groups will be discussing the life of
Jesus starting on March 12. Group flyers
are on the Visitors Center.

Chapter Twenty One
Rebuilding the Walls
3-3-2019
Review: God’s vision is to come down and be with us in a beautiful

garden. The first two people reject God’s vision and are escorted
from Paradise. Their decision introduces sin into the human race
and keeps us from community with God. At this moment God gives a
promise and launches a plan to get us back. The rest of the Bible is
God’s story of how he kept that promise and made it possible for us
to enter into a loving relationship with him. God has chosen a nation
through whom he will bring the One who will save us and bring us
back to God. Until Jesus comes God is busy preserving the nation,
revealing more about Himself to them and preparing them and the
whole world for the Savior.
“They said to me, ‘Those who survived the exile and are back in the
province are in great trouble and disgrace. The wall of Jerusalem is
broken down, and its gates have been burned with fire.’ When I
heard these things, I sat down and wept. For some days I mourned
and fasted and prayed before the God of heaven. Then I said:
‘Lord, the God of heaven, the great and awesome God, who keeps
his covenant of love with those who love him and keep his
commandments, let your ear be attentive and your eyes open to
hear the prayer your servant is praying before you day and night for
your servants, the people of Israel. I confess the sins we Israelites,
including myself and my father’s family, have committed against
you”. Nehemiah 1:3-6

What “Rebuilders” need to do as a community:


____________________________________

“All the people assembled with one accord in the square before the
Water Gate. They told Ezra the teacher of the Law to bring out the
Book of the Law of Moses, which the LORD had commanded for
Israel… So on the first day of the seventh month Ezra the priest
brought the Law before the assembly, which was made up of men
and women and all who were able to understand…He read it aloud
from daybreak till noon…all the people listened attentively to the
Book of the Law….The Levites read from the Book of the Law of
God, making it clear and giving the meaning so that the people
understood what was being read…” Nehemiah 8:1-12


______________________________

“They found written in the Law, which the LORD had
commanded through Moses, that the Israelites were to live
in temporary shelters during the festival of the seventh
month…From the days of Joshua son of Nun until that day,
the Israelites had not celebrated it like this. And their joy
was very great.” Nehemiah 8:13-17


_______________________________

“From that day on, half of my servants worked on construction, and
half held the spears, shields, bows, and coats of mail. And the
leaders stood behind the whole house of Judah, who were building
on the wall. Those who carried burdens were loaded in such a way
that each labored on the work with one hand and held his weapon
with the other. And each of the builders had his sword strapped at
his side while he built. The man who sounded the trumpet was
beside me.” -- Nehemiah 4.16-18


________________________________



They had a blind spot when it came to _______________

"A son honors his father, and a slave his master. If I am a father,
where is the honor due me? If I am a master, where is the respect
due me?" says the LORD Almighty…” Malachi 1:6-11


They had a blind spot when it came to ____________

“…You have been unfaithful to her, though she is your partner, the
wife of your marriage covenant. Has not the one God made you?
You belong to him in body and spirit. And what does the one God
seek? Godly offspring. So be on your guard, and do not be unfaithful
to the wife of your youth…” Malachi 2:13-16


They had a blind spot when it came to _____________

“Will a mere mortal rob God? Yet you rob me. But you ask, ‘How are
we robbing you?’ In tithes and offerings. You are under a curse—
your whole nation—because you are robbing me. Bring the whole
tithe into the storehouse, that there may be food in my house. Test
me in this, says the Lord Almighty, and see if I will not throw open
the floodgates of heaven and pour out so much blessing that there
will not be room enough to store it…” Malachi 3:6-17
“Then those who feared the Lord talked with each other, and the
Lord listened and heard. A scroll of remembrance was written in his
presence concerning those who feared the Lord and honored his
name. ‘On the day when I act,’ says the LORD Almighty, ‘they will be
my treasured possession. I will spare them, just as a father has
compassion and spares his son who serves him.’” Mal. 3:16-17
"’I will send my messenger, who will prepare the way before me.
Then suddenly the LORD you are seeking will come to his temple;
the messenger of the covenant, whom you desire, will come,’ says
the LORD Almighty.” Malachi 3:1

The Story Schedule
NO READING OR LIFE GROUPS THIS WEEK
READING BEGINS March 11
LIFE GROUPS BEGIN March 12

